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Devotion to Our Lady ofGuadalupe keeps pro-life message in sight 
B)' J CIIO M, Sdtild1 

Revie\1 StaIT Wriler 


Our Lad)' of Guada lupe h:lli bcc-n wa tching 
ovcr the St, Louis :lore:!. from above for $O m.:: 
llme, A I ~a l pm-life group is sceking continued 
dan:uion.s u) keep her there , 

Two bi llbrouk dispb y the Blessed Mother 's 
image as the "Empress of the Americas." The 
signs also include the images of three ehilr1rcn 
and the nlC'55J1ge, "Lo ve your babies '" born 11m:!' 
un born," 

Our Lady of GuadQlupt' fOI Ufe, lhe gloup 
sponsoring IIlC' billbo:Hds. is identified on Lhe 
signs alol'l, wi th .he .elephone l'Iumbo.:r, (866) 
HOPE.-<lIn (467·3002). Callers areco.mectcd to 
Catholic Services fOI Children and you.h, a 
Catholic Owilic.s of SI. Louis a,cnc),. 

The pro.l ife group'~ firs t si, n wenl up at 
Inlenullt 44 and s.(a[c High WAY 141 on Oct. I. 
2002. al Ihe bt.&innin& of RcspccI Ufe Month 
and hu been .here ever 1inet. A second bill· 
board conveying the same mesUlge, which has 
been up sinee January 1003 alvarlous lotatiolls. 
is now I tlntc-ma.e 370 and Cave Sprillgl Road. 
Both boords are It , h'ed (or vic-wing day and 
night. 

The signs offer help fa all 

in need. but plll1iculariy to 
those who may be cOl1sid· 
ering an ab01tion, 

About 130,000 vdl ick~ pass fhe fWO SItos 
daily. More Itwo 45 million wehides trave l by 
[he billboards in a ~M'S lime, e>limaled Anna 
Maria Unelm.lnn, Our udy of Gu~()alupe (oc 
Life board pres idei'll and member of 
AssYmplion Parish in M~lIl'SC , 

Additional board mcmbo:b and Illeir P¥i~s 

are Lu CUrlin , secrelaryfllC3surer. St, Catherine 

, 

--"SOMEONE TO WATCH OVER US - Traffic alrlPfl's by one 01 two .r•• pl'o-IIle billboards dil!Haylng 
an 1m. 01 Our lady 01 GuaCialupe, TIlls Ilvn II located .llhl Interaecllott 01 Interstate 44 Ind stall 
Highway 141. The other I, et Intorstltl 370 Ind Clve Spring. R08<I, About 130,000 vehlcl.s pllilthe 
two alllo'l' dally. Alocal pI'O-lllQ group I'll .u~log eo ntlnu&d donaflona to keep lhoe ligo. up. 

Laboll!e in Sappingtol'l: Jxlienne Me~r. St, 
Catherine Laboure: M:u-y Hodge, Ascen~ioo ill 
Cllesterfield: Eileen Summers, 51. BonifKe in 
Soolh St. Louis: and SIeve Vogel. Epipl1.10y of 
Our Lord in Sou lh SI. LOUI S, 

Us~clman n said II was Mary's wish thai bill · 
boards wi th her Image a ~ OU f Lady of 
G"adaluP<' be placed 0(1 $1, Louis·arC'a hIgh· 
W.lys, 

TIlt signs o ffer help 10 aU HI~, bul panic· 
ularl y 10 those II'ho may be consKk ring an aOOr· 
lion. shcsaid. 

Having secn the M:>ri~n IIlIBge and message, 
cxpcclant mOIh..;rs have ehanged Ihell mind~ 

abeul ha~ lOg an abOr1ion "lInd inSlead they 

saved fhe li ,'c$ of thosc babies.- Ussclmann 
said, -So this is how important lhe billboard is.~ 

Linda Young, dircefOr o( developlllent for 
Carholic Scrvices for O lildrcn and Youth , said 
her agency ha s reec1 ved an d conl inucs [0 
receives ca lls (or a~ sisla nee as a result of the 
billboards' message, 

" II ', working. 1>cople do respond 10 il. :Hld 
;1'$ helpful to young lad;es," Young said. 

Those who ca ll often lespond!O the agency's 
e~pe.;( "J1I parelll s~rvlce~ ~nd adoptIon s~rv i ccs . 

11le ~gcncy ~ I so rcfus c ~l lff~ to other SC'rvio;cs 
and rcsource$ wl"':fe applicable ~s naOcO, 

OUI Lady of CII;'[dJlupc r()f Life would like 
10 display mOre billbo." d$ in Ihe an.'" bill needs 

addiliOO3I don:uions to do so. said Cunin, lhe 
group's sccrctJI')' and tn:asun:r. 

To d3tC [he tlOnprofil Ofg~n it:lti oo hal been 
able 10 leep two billbomds up mainly fhrough 
the douat ions of incltv il hmls nud fl few p~rish 
pro-life groups and Knigh.! of Columbus COUll · 

eilj. Keelling fhe fwo signs in Illace COSls 3bou1 
$3,000 0 11100fh. 

Our Lady a/Guadalupe 
for Life would like 10 dis­

play lIIore billboards ill the 

area bUI needs additional 

donations to do so. 

,It h ilS been a struggle at fi mes to get fhe 
money. Ussel mann said. -Somctinll:s I lose­
sleep over il and implore till.: Ulessed Sacrl1rnenl 
for help beC/Iuse th is is (Mary's) wish rmd we 
must obey nnd continue (orwnrd.­

1llc l'lro- li(e group pel'$(.ven::s in in effort, 
she saId, becanse "we rtccd Otlr MOlher to help. 
to heal our count ry. She i~ the mosl powerrul 
one who will save our childlco, ,., Many, mnny 
souls. many, 1I1a0), li \·es we want 10 save. This IS 

all we wall1 to do for our de.u- Lord." 

Added Curlin. "JuSI peopl ~ looking a[ Our 
Lad)' art convened. 111Cy dan'I n~cd 10 ea li lhe 
phone Iluoobcl, They' re JUSt convened chere by 
looking ~I her." 

Peoillc- also may SCOld pn.yer requeS's and 
;tllentions 10 Our L.ad ~ of (j,,: ...t~) IIf'C for Life. 
TI1e glOup', f31lhl'ul keep Ihe petillOI,. in IM-ir 
pfftycrs during da il y holy hours. 

Don~t io l n'may he 5en t to Out Ll dy nf 
Gu.adalupe (Of Lirc- , P.O no~ 22024. St, LoUIS. 

MO 63 126 Make C'hcell; p.ayabk. 10 Our u dy 
of Guadalupe (or Life. 


