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Billboard project 
gives 'more visibility 
to prb~ life ministry 

By ROV J. HORNER 
".,;ooJw.·~1 N~ EJ" Q' 

What can hpppen when the 
pOwer of advertising is put to 
work for an objective above and 
beyond the pursuit of financial 
gain? 

As the members of one lay 
Catholic group in the Louisville" 
archdiocese have found oul, in 
the world of invest.menls their 
returns are zero. But in the 
realm of fo..ith their rewards are 
piling up. 

For the past si~ years the 
not-for·profit Catholics for Chilo 
dren (Cre) ho..s been investing 
thousands of dollars in highly
visible pio-life billboards locat· ;::--Judging from·the Pregnancy 
ed atstrntei\c spqt.s alon" inter· 
states, ~ t reeu and ronds 

Ore-anize<! through St. Mar­
tin Church, 639 S. Shelby St., 
CFC's -Billboards (or Ufe Pro­
ject" has area-wide s upport 
amone- parishes. Operatine­
expenses are at tbe bare mini­
.mum, said CFC member John 
DeFriend, who helped launch 
the iniU.:ative in 1994. 

Appro:<..iro3t.ely "99.5 percent 
of the budie~ f:0e3 to the bill­
boards and the rest to postage" 
for fund·raising antI in{orma­
tioo letters Dod thank-you 
no",. h...'d. ~? 

"I j~..,..-eport from me 

, I ~""E7Y7~::::::k~~__-~____!~lr5Oatd company and they said/ 11 {/e::=? J /,F/( 	 that 99 percent of the people in 
the Louisville metropolitan area 
this time saw the billboards 
repeatedly,~ DeFriend added. 
"Now th::.\'s evorybocly except for 
shut-ins. Anybody who is takinr 

billboards repealedly." 
crc purchnses the billboard 

space in chunks for one or two 
campaigns ench year. Each bill· 
board c:lrrie.s a social justice 
me!$~e aimed nt 53ving unborn 
children frorn abortion, (I, Gospel 
message about Cod's gill of liCe 
anti a practiC:l1 messCl(e about a 
pregnancy resource center to call 
if83.Sistance is n~ed to carry a 
b::tby to \..erm. 

The Artwork varies but the 
trademark blue and yellow col­
01"5 remain the same. Pictured 
aJ"e Scripture scenes from'the 
Jives of Jesus and Mary. Each 
billboard carries !.he phone nwn­
ber (583·2151) of the Pre~nancy 
Resource Center, Q volunteer' 
outreach on Sixth Stre~t operat.­
ed by 3. group ofC.:aUlohc wo~en 

from several different parishes. 
This past October CFe fund­

ed 113 billbo!lld.s in Kentucky 
and Southern Indiana. Thirteen 
were large ones alon&, 1-66, 1·64 
and other major arteries. 
Another 100 were smaller and 
placed along city streets and 
county roads. 

"The strength of the bill· 
boards is their visibility," said 
Judy Scholl, another CFC mem­
ber. "They have lovina' mes­
sages that touch the heart. The 
expressway signs have made a 
huge dlfference. Those are high­
Iy visible and 'so many people
s~'~'0,:ih~'~:·:;::::=":;:::=::",,-,~l 
Resource . Center's . telephone 
loe-s, the biUboards for'· life' are 
attention grabbers and iIupir­
ing some people to think twice' . 
about an abortion, ~aid Dolores 
Murphy. a center volunteer. 

Notes . taken ""'by ' the ceoler" 
telephone counselors reveaJ a 
pattern of good.~in the bill­
boards, she sa1<Lj"/:j ,it'- . 

One woman 'twli·o called ~ 
identifying herself 83 a Catholic 
- said she and ·ber daughter 
were open to the posaibility or 
nn abortion until they saw the 
billboard. " 

In 'no'h~ "'" ,ok.n from 
the phone logs, a · pree-nant 

woman from Arizona· who h,adflown into LouisvHle for a visit 
also had abortioa in the back of 
her mind. After seeing one oC 
the pro-life billboards near the 
airport, she changed he: mind 
and called the center to say 

a bus or drivifli a car sees the l"'~h!'nok~'~'''';;;''-;;;;;;;i:;-;;;:;;;;-:
-.veve had a number ofealls 

from people who saw the bill­
boards and just wanted tQ make 
a donation at helpw)th the min­
istry," Murpby said. 

DeFriend said the biUboards 
for life ·project welcomes contri­
butiollS all year IOIll. . 

"This i:J somethin: people can 
Sink their teeth into:.. he said. 
"Sometimes··when people make 
a contribution to a good cause, 
they see or hear liltle about it 
Inter. But with donations to the 
billboard project~ contributors 
can get io their car and see 
what they've donated to: 

(For information about biU· 
boards for life, call . John 
DeFriend at -812·9£J.·99t9, 
which is a local call from 
Louisvillc.) ell..J?t.:!J ~31$ 


