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Floyds Knobs man battles abortion with billboards, Bible verses 
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~CYNTHIA SCHULlZ 
Sj>edeJ 10 The CourI....JoumaI 

Ie was five r.UB ago th~t 
aati-abortlon billboardi began 
popping up a10ns inttl"!lltu 
il/~ 0Ihtr hlgbWllysln the area. 

The cnutermiDd behind thea! 
Is Jolln De friend. 63,. floyds
Knobs resldeu.t who ho~ 1M 
Scripture-le.~ messages . bn 
lifo - and the iuuges of Christ 
and IUlbol'1l bibles - would 
helgtlten awanmea 

In 1m, he hlrt<l hlil l'llry 
OutGoor, formerly Outdoor 5)'1' 
lew, to pulUP ~b billboard •. [t 
wu supposed to be for that 
year, &aid De Friend, who ruos 
Friendly Foods, a borne-bud 
dairy·broker and disuibuting 
company. ''But It look.. off the 
I'int year and kept growing." 

TOday, the ea,"paign. called 
. 8illboards for We las evolwtG 

ioto 10 anilual (;It .....enl wllh 
tOO to ISO I!IUboar\lS ean;iDg
anli·abortion onns.eges. for 

John 0. Friend, rI!ZI'1l. .lood near one 01 Itta blllbI»rck .boo! three mtlfIlhs. 
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~ IllCluOe these woros of 
JesllS eMIt: " FIIMr, fo.-glve 
them ~ . ," &lid "Before I fonne<! 
)'01,1111 tIM womb, [knew )'011.." 

CalhoHcs for Chl/dtto, • 
group ho founded, Ilas "daM 
tllree-qutrtert of ' million dol· 
Itts' worth of IlrIti·abonion 
messe.gn.," De Friend Slid. T'be 
group lDcluik •• doua par\&h·
[onel'l of St . Mantn of Tou/'$
CaUloUc Olun:b In loubVi1Jt, 
as well u 0Ib«1 

III 1994, De Frleod look hb 
billboard Ide. 10 Ib.e Rty, Den· 
nis Coultas, pulor of Sl Mu· 
fin. wllere De Friend Is II mem­
ber. Cousens was ImpruslXl 
and mllled letters to olher pllr' 
lslle.s In the Arelldloeeae 0( 
l.ou.IsvIlJe to uk for MOney.

Kn1t::1I1S 0( Columbus COun­
cill also goIlnvDI~ l$ ~ij IU 
[ndlvidual" Today, elJb t .10 10 
counclll on both sldn of llIe 
Ohio Rivet" doM~, 

' 'We wanl I:QJU to be' 
_d and II1inc1t dIlnged," 
M.ld De Flif.nd, 'nOti1l( alternl­
ttl<ef to Ibonioo, .ocn u a<lop­

tioll, Eilch billboel'l:l 11m the 
phOf\e number of Pregnency 
RnOlime Cl:nter, a pri"'te cr!­
.sls-prqnenq center, 

, '''!'he me,ilges .~ clcar , .. 
and uS)' to read while 
drhill&" Cousens NJd. They 
ani done In "a powerful ....~, 
bill not In 'JUd(1'Oental way. 
We bn-e gottetl f&edbllck," 
$\Idl U' W1)ma~ Wf'Io d'lOst to 
l1li... ber baby uler _Ing • 
bWboard -ct. 

Delores Murphy, a vohmtet'l' 
with the PrtgOllncy Resource 
Center, u ld [he bUllloaros are 
rM.klng I dlf'fe~l\ce. 

''We let I k>I of pbQoe CIIlb" 
from, pregnant wOlllen. "It's 
usually a.n emergency kind of 
Iflruatlon -lOIlIeooe IS despel~ 
atl. They look up aDd see that 
Chrlst1tn symbOl ." 11'5 like 
the bmboatd JlStlr 1$ ruchlng 
out to tbeIn." 

De Friend .pencil many s...n­
day!; Ylsilinl: ~a seeklnt 
IDOney for llie biUboud$. Cou­-""'.SIIIIIUlr bUlbOIIrdI bive been 

erected on prMle land, ~!d De 
Friend_He ~id Illere are 18111 
tIlrte Kenwcky coufllies. 

More rtcllJltly, plrishJonert 
at St Joseph Cl:lIloUc Church 
In MarenlO put "p • bHlbo.NI. 
It CO,! $750 and sits on the 
chllrch's 10 acres with a dou­
ble-sided tneSSige thftl aUI bt 
111m from Ind. M. 

"We· aft the only <AUIoliC 
chwdlln Crawford CowIIY_We 
Ihough! ~ ~kI pili our 
mon.ey WMffl our IDO\Ilb ii," 
said member ~ Beam. 

St . Joseph's Paltor. tll~ Rf'Y. 
Frederick Oenl$oo, n It!. "A 
couple 0( other·cburchts IIlIn 
expressed III Ltnerest" \0 t!gtu. 

Joan Smith., In .oU-abortion 
advocate from Jeffenonvl1le 
whO founded 51. EUuboch" 
Soutbern Indian. Regional Ma­
lemily CenICl' In New AIbIny, 
knows &lid ad.ol.ltu De Friend_ 

She said: "Maybe II'S the qui­
el , stiD voI« or thot uoborn 
dilldM mal loudlet people. 
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